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Art Unit: 3679 

DETAILED ACTION 

Claims 1-10 have been examined. 



C/a/7n Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-5, and 9-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Chen (US 6,032,939) in view of Price (US 6,196,777). 

As to Claims 1-4, 9. and 10 . Chen discloses a fastening assembly having a base 
member (12) for engaging a clamp member (11) through the bed liner hole, the base 
member including a back surface (121) that is pressed by the clamp member (11) with 
the bed liner wall (2) and the bed rail (3) in between, the base member having at least 
one extended direction control rod (113) extending generally perpendicularly from the 
back surface for insertion through the bed liner hole (Fig 3; Examiner notes that both 
clamping surfaces, 111 and 121, are perpendicular to the control rod 113); 

the clamp member having at least one hole (123) for insertion of the extended 
direction control rod of the base member therein, the hole of the clamp member can be 
moved along the extended direction control rod of the base member when the clamp 
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member is assembled to the base member, the clamp member able to be inserted 
through the hole in the bed liner wall when the clamp member is engaged with the base 
member; 

a screw (13) for securing the base member to the clamp member; 
a ring (1 14) installed in an end of an internal threaded hole (115) of the clamp 
member; 

a force absorbing rod (123; Examiner considers the slot in base member as a 
force absorbing rod supporting the lower edge of the clamp member) extending 
therefrom to support the lower edge of the clamp member; and 

a contact plate extending from both sides (113; Examiner considers the extended 
dovetail surface of the direction control rod to be a "contact plate"). 

However, Chen does not show a tie-down ring for attaching to the base member. 

With respect to the location of the direction control rod. Since there are only 2 
possible locations for the rod (on either the clamp or base member), it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to provide the base member with the direction 
control rod (instead of the clamp member), thus providing the clamp portion with the 
corresponding hole (which is currently provided on the base member) that would in turn, 
extend from a first side facing the base member to a second side facing away from the 
base member in an assembled position just like the control rod (113; Fig 2), as 
disclosed ,does now. Hence making it a through hole. The reversal of components in a 
prior art reference, where there is no disclosed significance to such reversal, is a design 
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consideration within the skill of the art. In re Gazda . 219 F.2d 449, 104 USPQ 400 
(CCPA 1955); In re Japikse . 181 F.2d 1019. 86 USPQ 70 (CCPA 1950). 

Price teaches a tie-down ring for attaching to the base member for use as a 
vehicular cargo member allowing "the clamp to hold a strap, rope, belt of other kind of 
load securing tie" (Col 3, lines 48-9). It would have been obvious to one having ordinary 
skill in the art at the time of the invention to modify the clamp device of Chen to have the 
tie down ring of Price because it would allow the clamp to hold a strap, rope, belt of 
other kind of load securing tie. 

As to Claim 5 . Chen does not disclose a rubber pad for attaching to the clamp member 
being placed between the back member and the inner surface of the bed rail in an 
assembled position. 

Price teaches the clamping member having a rubber pad (69) "positioned 
between the clamping plate and the flat upper extremity of the side of the truck bed in 
order to insulate the paint on the truck bed from being damaged by contact with the 
clamping plate" (Col, 4 Lines 22-26). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill 
in the art to place a rubber pad as taught by Price between the back member and the 
inner surface of the bed rail as taught by Chen because it is well known in the art to so 
in order to insulate the paint on the truck bed from being damaged by contact with the 
clamping plate, whether it is located on the inner or outer surface of the truck bed. 
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Claim 6 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Chen in 
view of Price, further in view of Eby (US 5,586,373) 

Chen in view of Price discloses a fastening assembly substantially as claimed but 
do not show a supporting plate for attaching to the inner surface of the bed rail. 

Eby teaches a bed liner clamping assembly having an inner support flange 56 
secured to both the side rail and the inner surface of the bed rail to serve as a 
reinforcing member so as not to deform said bed rail. It would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art to modify the fastening assembly of Chen in view of Price 
to include the inner support flanges as taught by Eby because it reinforces the rail 
member against deformation during the clamping operation. 

Claims 7 and 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Chen in view of Price and Eby, further in view of Masters (US 5,314,964). 

Chen in view of Price and Eby as advanced about disclose a fastening assembly 
significantly as claimed but do not claim the supporting plate having double sided 
adhesive tape nor having spring clips capable of attaching the supporting plate to the 
inner surface of the bed rail. 

Masters teaches an assembly having a double-sided adhesive tape (38) and a 
spring clip (16) capable of attaching a supporting plate (14) to the inner surface of the 
bed rail; the adhesive providing a seal and ensuring proper alignment between the plate 
and the member and the spring clip providing a second fastening means of the plate to 
the bed rail (Col 2, Lines 63-64; Col 4, Lines 30-34; Figure 2). Accordingly, it would 
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have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to modify an assembly as disclosed by Price to have an adhesive and clip to 
secure a supporting plate as taught by Masters in order to provide a seal and ensure 
proper alignment between the plate and the bed rail prior to tightening bolt. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed 2/7/2006 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

As to Claim 1 , Applicant argues that: 

The modified clamp of Chen in view of Price would not include a fastening 
assembly including a base member with a control rod extending generally 
perpendicularly from a back surface that presses a clamp member with a bed 
liner wall and bed rail therebetween; [or]... a through hole extending through the 
clamp member from a first side to a second side into which the control rod is 
inserted, wherein the first side is facing the base member and the second side is 
facing away from the base member in an assembled position... and that the 
dovetail-shaped insertion block. . . would not extend generally perpendicularty 
from a back surtace. 
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Examiner respectfully disagrees as to Claim 1, because the fastening assembly 
of Chen in view of Price includes all of the aforementioned features. The control rod 
(113) of Chen, if the components were reversed, would be located on the base member 
which would in turn be considered to extend perpendicularly from a back surface of the 
base member. Thus, there would be a corresponding hole on the clamp member 
(separate from the hole for the threaded member), which would through the member 
and extend from a first side facing the base member to a second side facing away from 
the base member in an assembled position. 

As to Claims 6-8, Applicant argues that: 

One having ordinary s/c/// in the art would not modify Chen in view of Price and 
further in view ofEby or l\/lasters to include any of these features. 

Examiner respectfully disagrees with respect to claims 6-8. This statement is an 
unsubstantiated conclusion. Merely because each feature is not anticipated does not 
mean that the combination is non-obvious. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Joshua T. Kennedy whose telephone number is (571) 
272-8297. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F: 7am - 3:30 pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Daniel P. Stodola can be reached on (571) 272-7087. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 



Infonnation regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more infomiation about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



273-8300. 



JTK 

2/22/2006 
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